Mel Johnson Jr. (Actor) Most recognizable for his role as Benny the cab driver in Arnold Schwarzenegger’s classic sci-fi hit TOTAL RECALL, Mel has starred on Broadway in JEKYLL AND HYDE, HOT FEET, THE LION KING, ON THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, EUBIE!, THE RINK and BIG DEAL.  Most recently he starred in the new Off-Broadway play ROAD TO DAMASCUS, in which he portrayed the first Black African Pope.  His additional Off-Broadway credits include, among others, Stephen Sondheim's ROADSHOW, at The Public Theatre, Shakespeare in the Parks' TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA and HAMLET at The Roundabout Theatre. Mel’s TV appearances include THE PRACTICE, STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE, THE FRESH PRINCE OF BEL-AIR and series regular on David Lynch’s ON THE AIR.  Mr. Johnson continues to tour the United States portraying one of the greatest American heroes in Tom Dugan’s critically acclaimed FREDERICK DOUGLASS - IN THE SHADOW OF SLAVERY.
 
 
Mel Johnson Jr. (Actor “Frederick Douglass”)
I know exactly when I was bitten by the "performing bug". It was the 2nd grade and my teacher was putting together a Halloween play called THE ROSEY CHEEKED GHOST and I was playing 'Professor Gruesome'. It was my first time on stage, and at the tender age of 7, I knew I wanted to do this for the rest of my life! 
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